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MEMOGRANDUM FOR MR, KISEINGER
FROM: Hoimut Sonnenfelds

SUBJ LOT: Your Meeting with Bahr -~ Additicaal Information

State has sent you & good assessraent of the political scene in West Germany
{Tak A, which will be useful as background for tomorrow's meeting., State
snalyzes why the Baden-Wuerttewberg elections on April 23 will be crucial
for the Lastern Treaties, points cut that Washington support will help
Braadt's current pose of confidence, and predicts that the treaties will
aqueak through.

Press stories which agree on the importance of the B.VW elections aleo say
that Barzel is becoming reluctant to use the treaty issue to topple Brandt.
Polle showing that support for the treaties is holding up ia Baden-Wuerttom -
berg and the claar support for ratification abroad supposedly have brought
him to look for cther issues -- o. 3., Duadestag votes on the 1972 budget --
GRon & motion to posipone congideration of the treaties, for instance., Both
the C0U and the FOF, which fears for its existeace, are reportedly against
new national elections, now or soon, 50%X1-HUM
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As part of his effort with the Soviets, Bahr is reported by the West
German press to bave met sscretly in Barlin about twe weeks ago with
the Soviet Ambassador to the GIUR, Yefremov, snd his Embassy Couaselor
for Beriln affairs.

ADDERDUM:| spokesman ¥oa
Wechmay has ansounced that Bahy's talke in Washingten will be st the
jnvitation of the American governmeat., A Fersign Ministry spyckesman
addad that most American papers beliave if the treatios ars not ratified
the West's entize deteate policy will be endangered. He slagled sut
Marguis Childls column in Bke March 24 Washington Post ia favor of
retification an probably reflecting US goverament opiaion,
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